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GORE CANYON WHITEWATER
FEATURE AT PUMPHOUSE

The Pumphouse Recreation Area, regulated by the Bureau of Land Management, is located at the take out of Gore Canyon.
Boaters, landowners, regulatory agencies and a wide variety of Colorado River lovers all had crucial and active roles in bringing
the project to fruition. Construction of RiverRestoration’s designed whitewater park was completed spring of 2015. The park
attracts boaters to the area and makes a recreational in-channel diversion water right absolute for Grand County, Colorado. The
Gore Canyon Whitewater Park was granted water rights for flows ranging from 860 to 2,500 cfs.
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“This is the first RICD decree
entered under the new statutes...
It is the largest RICD water right
decreed in Colorado and the only
one on the Colorado River
mainstem to date.”
-David Taussig, an attorney
with White & Jankowski, LLP in
Denver who represents Grand
County on water matters

ADA accessible overlook and access

Location: Colorado River | Pumphouse Recreation Area Grand Gounty, CO
Project Duration: 2010-2015
Cost: $1.7M
Contact: Ed Moyer, County Manager| emoyer@co.grand.co.us | 970.725.3101
Client: Grand Gounty, Colorado

' A wave feature on river left was
designed to be separated from
a boat and fish passage channel
on the right. The existing
fishery provides some of the
best fishing in the state. Close i
coordination with  Colorado &

Parks and Wildlife ensured the
protection and improvement of
the fish habitat in this stretch.
i Since construction completion,
/’, 2 o~ % anglers have taken to fishing
RS 4. ) the installed habitat boulders
The attendees of the ribbon cutting both up and dqwn§tream of the
ceremony pictured infront of the new feature. The site is a popular
ot o ot o S putin_for both _commercial
counties, American Whitewater, the and prlvate boaters on a fun
o oo o v opegomans o C125S I stetch. The feature
Forest Service, and many others were in was deSlgﬂed {0 maintain the | -
attendance. whitewater character of the river
and meet hydraulic conditions for downstream drift boat passage = -
and upstream fish passage. The whitewater park design incorporated
habitat friendly elements, such as no grouted boulders. This &
maintains small alcoves and eddies for fish to use when migrating
upstream.
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.After a last fine tune, the feature is tested and approved. ~1000 cfs

Gore Canyon Whitewater Feature at Pumphouse



